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Upcoming changes to the NIH Biosketch 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-24-163.html

Scientific Editing and Research Communication Core

Delayed but anticipated 
starting in November 

2025
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Rationale for change

• Standardization across federal agencies.
• Clarity regarding 

o disclosure requirements (e.g., who 
discloses what, relevant limitations 
and exclusions), 

o disclosure process (e.g., updates, 
corrections, certification, and 
provision of supporting 
documentation).

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/010422-
NSPM-33-Implementation-Guidance.pdf
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Content in the NIH Common Form
• Identifying information

• Organization and location 

• Professional preparation

• Appointments and Positions

• Products

Example

What about the 
Personal Statement, 

Honors, and 
Contributions to 

Science?
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NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement

• NIH will collect Personal Statement, Contributions to Science, and Honors on a new NIH 
Biographical Sketch Supplement form.

• NIH will require use of SciENcv to complete both Common Forms and NIH Biographical 
Sketch Supplement.

• Will require ORCID ID and this must be linked to your eRA Commons Personal Profile.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-24-163.html
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Preview of the NIH Common Form is available on 
SciENcv
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Preview of the NIH Common Form is available on 
SciENcv
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Preview of the NIH Common Form
• May not use Common Form for submissions to NIH at this time (09/29/25).
• Data entered into preview documents will not be saved once official Common Forms are available.

8



9/29/25

5

9Carver College of Medicine Scientific Editing and Research Communication Core

Preview of the NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement
• May not use Common Form for submissions to NIH at this time (09/29/25).
• Data entered into preview documents will not be saved once official Common Forms are available.
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Content in the NIH Common Form

https://www.nsf.gov/policies/pappg/24-1/ch-2-proposal-
preparation#ch2D2hi
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Content in the NIH Common Form
• Identifying information

• Organization and location 

• Professional preparation
• Listed in reverse chronological order 

by start date
• Include: 

• name of organization, location
• degree received
• start date of program
• month and year degree received
• field of study
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Content in the NIH Common Form

Same information that can be found in the 
Applicant Information and Education/Training 
section of current biosketch

• Identifying information

• Organization and location 

• Professional preparation
• Listed in reverse chronological order 

by start date
• Include: 

• name of organization, location
• degree received
• start date of program
• month and year degree received
• field of study
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Content in the NIH Common Form
• Identifying information

• Organization and location 

• Professional preparation

• Appointments and Positions
• Reverse chronological order by start date
• Include any titled academic, professional, 

or institutional position (regardless of 
remuneration or status, e.g.,  part-time, 
voluntary).

• Only include domestic and foreign 
appointments outside of primary 
organization that are within three years 
from date the proposal is submitted.

13

14Carver College of Medicine Scientific Editing and Research Communication Core

Content in the NIH Common Form
From current biosketch: same information listed in 
Positions and Scientific Appointments and Other 
Experience and Professional Memberships

• Identifying information

• Organization and location 

• Professional preparation

• Appointments and Positions
• Reverse chronological order by start date
• Include any titled academic, professional, 

or institutional position (regardless of 
remuneration or status, e.g.,  part-time, 
voluntary).

• Only include domestic and foreign 
appointments outside of primary 
organization that are within three years 
from date the proposal is submitted.
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Content in the NIH Common Form
• Identifying information

• Organization and location 

• Professional preparation

• Appointments and Positions

• Products
• Five products most closely 

related to the proposed project

• Up to five other significant 
products, whether or not related 
to the proposed project
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Content in the NIH Common Form
Acceptable products

• Publications, conference papers, and presentations
• Website(s) or other Internet site(s)
• Technologies or techniques
• Inventions, patents, patent applications, and/or licenses
• Other products (data, databases, physical collections, audio/video products, 

software, models, educational aids or curricula, instruments or equipment, 
research material, interventions (e.g., clinical or educational), or new business 
creation

16
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Content in the NIH Common Form
• Identifying information

• Organization and location 

• Professional preparation

• Appointments and Positions

• Products
• Five products most closely 

related to the proposed project

• Up to five other significant 
products, whether or not related 
to the proposed project

Can easily select products if you have a My 
Bibliography set up in My NCBI.
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My Bibliography

18
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Content in the NIH Common Form
Products citation

• Must follow NIH policy (NOT-OD-20-174) on use of 
hyperlinks (PMCIDs are added)

• Include:
• Names of authors
• Product title
• Date of publication or release
• Website URL
• Other persistent identifier (if available)
• Other relevant citation information (e.g., in the 

case of publications, title of enclosing work 
such as journal or book, volume, issue, pages)

• If any items above not applicable, enter “N/A”
• Senior/key persons may choose to list one or more 

authors and then “et al” in lieu of including complete 
list of authors names
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Common form: content
• Identifying information

• Organization and location 

• Professional preparation

• Appointments and Positions

• Products

Example

No page or character limit!
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Content in the NIH Common Form
• Identifying information

• Organization and location 

• Professional preparation

• Appointments and Positions

• Products

What about the 
Personal Statement, 

Honors, and 
Contributions to 

Science?

Example
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NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement

Shows up automatically below Common Form

22
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NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement
• Personal Statement

• Honors

• Contributions to Science

23
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NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement: Personal Statement

• Personal Statement

• Honors

• Contributions to Science

Current biosketch

24
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NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement: Personal Statement

1. Limited to 3,500 characters with spaces

2. Briefly describe why you are well-suited for your role(s) in this project. Relevant factors may include: 

• aspects of your training

• your previous experimental work on this specific topic or related topics

• your technical expertise

• your collaborators or scientific environment

• and/or your past performance in this or related fields, including ongoing and completed research 
projects from the past three years that you want to highlight.

3. If you wish to explain factors that affected your past productivity, such as family care responsibilities, 
illness, disability, or military service, you may address them in this section.

4. Indicate whether you have published or created research products under another name.

New!
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4. For institutional research training, institutional career development, or research education grant 
applications, faculty who are not senior/key persons are encouraged, but not required, to complete the 
Personal Statement section of the NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement. Please enter N/A in the text 
field if no Personal Statement will be provided.

5. Applicants for dissertation research awards (e.g., R36) should, in addition to addressing the points 
noted above, also include a description of their career goals, their intended career trajectory, and their 
interest in the specific areas of research designated in the NOFO.

6. No place to list relevant citations or research products (as in the past) – these get incorporated into the 
text of the paragraph.

NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement: Personal Statement

New!

26
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NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement: Honors

• Personal Statement

• Honors

• Contributions to Science

Current biosketch
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1. List academic and professional achievements and honors
• Include scholarships, traineeships, fellowships, and development 

awards, as applicable
• Clinicians should include information an any clinical licensures and 

specialty board certifications

2. Limited to no more than 15 entries.

NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement: Honors

New!

28
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• Personal Statement

• Honors

• Contributions to Science

NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement: Contributions to Science

Current biosketch
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1. Briefly describe up to five of your most significant contributions to science. 
• While all applicants may describe up to five contributions, graduate students and 

postdoctorates may wish to consider highlighting two or three they consider most 
significant.

2. For each contribution, indicate: 
o historical background or status quo that frames the scientific problem
o the central finding(s) 
o the influence of the finding(s) on the progress of science or the application of those 

finding(s) to health or technology
o your specific role in the described work.

NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement: Contributions to Science

30
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NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement: Contributions to Science

3. You may reference up to five products listed in the Other Significant Products section 
of your Biographical Sketch Common Form that are relevant to the contributions 
described in this section. 
• There is no specific format for referencing the products in this section, however, 

NIH recommends to include the title, author’s last name, publication, and/or year 
of publication for ease of reference. 

4. Descriptions of contributions may include a mention of research products under 
development, such as manuscripts that have not yet been accepted for publication. 
These contributions do not have to be related to the project proposed in this 
application.

5. Each contribution is limited to 2,000 characters with spaces.

New!

New!
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Formatting citations in the Contributions to Science section

What the contribution (with citations) 
looks like in SciENcv

What the contribution (with citations) looks like 
when the PDF is generated

Still working on SERCC recommendations for including citations 
(and for adding citations in Personal Statement)

32



9/29/25

17

33Carver College of Medicine Scientific Editing and Research Communication Core

NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement
Example• Personal Statement

• Honors

• Contributions to Science
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Final Step: certification

• Before you download the PDF you 
must certify the information 
• This will include both the 

Common Form and the 
Biographical Sketch 
Supplement.

• Once you certify and download an 
NIH-compliant PDF, you cannot 
alter it.
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Questions

Scientific Editing and Research 
Communication Core (SERCC)
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